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ABSTBACI 

Coverage of Chicanes by the ceea media^ almost 
nonexiatent until the miaf1960s^ still has sot a^hle;9€a full balance' 
or objectivity. It is important for eedia perscaael tc develop 
greater GOfflpetenGB in handling Chicano coverage since the Latipp 
groupf of which chicanos are the largest segoent^ are the nation's 
fastest growing population group ancl-*contrary to their pcrtrayal by 
the media as a regional group^^are aisperied thicughqiit the United 
States. Research studies on media coverage Chicanes have shown 
that coverage^ generally low# has been concentrated in pericds ^hefi 
Chicanos are either the subject of public issues or perceived as £ 
posing a threat to the established or derf that steteotypical syobols^ 
often with negative connotations^ have been used to designate Chicano 
groups; that reporters covering Chicanes texd tc tfely on non^hicano 
sourcesi and that coverage of Chicanos has ^tended to efflpbasize 
negative aspacts of the comffiunity, A study cf 1977*1578 California 
neirspaper coverage of undocuoOTted Chicane McrkeiSf or "illegai 
a^lienSi^" shows that reporters, relied heavily on\^nglc law enf orcenient; 
and public off Icials ^as sources^ rather -than o^ repregentatives of 
immigrant oifganizatipnftf legal y agencleSff Latino grcufsV ard the 
academic coBmunityv and conseguently pertra^ed.tbe u 
irorkers as law ehfofcenient or public ptcbleros^ CGH) 
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5 A historical p^er on the 'portca^l of Ohieanoa ^ty genei^ aiwii^^^d niem 
)inedia should ha a fairly ;Short one. This Is baesuse for y^aw ChlcsnoB 
\weM the •*iiriv'islKLe Minority'* the nera 'media, Whan neTO^oigg^nlffl'tioi^ t^aa 
to mke^jip to the existence a£ GhloanoB in the mld^l960s they often roaj^^d to 
coyer the group >jlth simpllstlb overviews aM ^clle h^dllnes tj^t reyiaJLaii oore 
of their Dim hlases then, the taality of the jeojie they sought to c0vat. Thus^ 
the Atlantio headlinad a oveivlaw article on ^^canos as 's^e Iiliici4tty Notody 



Kn^owa,*' indleatii^ ttet the If the icirtenoe of DhleanDS ms mm to thfi 



of ;tha Atlantla It r/^uat* he news to evea^one else who imttea^eda 4 Time i 
[miprimt riding tteo^h ^st Los Ahgeles In I967 mote about ^ta^iy *^co jotots 



and rojaicklng cantlna^/" "the raefc of Sh^p irlneg'" m^^^X^ml^ h^wds,«< 



Los Angeles telavlsJ^n dDcumenta^ tl^ed "The aesta Is Chfep^'^' lJa53|jrlng that 



the area ^B 2/QQQ/0t)0 Ohlcanos had hsen tatlng.lt ^sy f or dafiad^g/ ftio^ 
apprcaoheB glossed over tha reality of Chl^no life in the ^Unli^^ gtate^ 
on the jceeonceptlons and stereotypes of those controlling the ^@dia an^ 



editors 
a^in© 



A 1969 



pajedomimntly .Aiiglo audience^ * * 

' But these efforts did OTeroome the ^rller "Invlsl'blJ.lty*' to whi^h llie media 



simpllstio 
afid^ptoyed 
ihelr . 



had earli0^ relegated Chieanos and other .minorities. As ftihSn %ia^J^f a 

reporter oh Tems and California mm^pBm^' said In 19691 

There Is^ vmlly little to say about the Mexican ^a3^ean b^t ^ 
the/ past except that it did not ^^t, liexican AmOTl^ns tradl^ 
tlqnaily kept iheir placet s so why should the big, imj^rto^nt 
. ; msdla tefce notice of thei^? - ' 



vet^mn 



ERLC 



i (3) 



V ' I^nciscQ. J.; LeWis^* head bf the msm comiuiloatlon aapaMment at the DfiiiVOT" 
sl% Of rems at M ^o,' mde mtach the some point in hS^ im^'todk The Uses of ^' 
th6 fa^a.^^'by tht Ghloano Mwement ^ Commenting oil netfB ewemga of ^Ghtcano'Sp 
he :*n:otef ^ - x .'s' = ^ ■ . ' ^- ' ' 

UHtlX recently, da^ 

^arilsh-Bpealdtif eoimTOlty, In the &uthwest^^ HgKloat^toari^^ ^ ^ 
haw tefn traditldjo^ly left of the mm coymm mmjt when ^ 
ircvplved in eximaa \pr a^doideiits,^ In th@ BmL&t^ p^esp j ^rish 
mmes slAply did Jwt appear ujiless they KWe'iE^ Mfereiica to visit- ^ 
ing fdlgEiteries op 'fche ^mlthlast Jteiwii faJailies/ Ifl thf late - " 
195O8 and Bwiy lf60s .^paxs began usirg B4^^J. plcti^es of IfexlcaJi* 
Amarlcaii l^idas. c^^^^a tecic of the sooiety sectlqti. for tWfe 
flOT'igtlme, but 0ven then^ Mglo mmlj^e& WOTe glFen inisoii lajsgar 



Le^^els stated there mm m nigniS: 



^reseaTOh coaiuc 



ted in the m^m of 
of exai^pl^aa In 



nemjaper .ecrVOTage .of Mexican Ajaerlcans', and citei a. nim^w 

SouthwesJ^OTin oonmiiiiitles.^^^f^OTe Ct^arios seefcijig access t^ the ^edia ©MouiiteTOd 
dlfficuitles in tHa late 1960s arid ettly 1970s, In ^ that peztod nawserganlsatlonB \ 
were nmM% som^etljnes blandering efforts to reppirt occirafondea In the /terato (often 
as an offahoot to qs'apQrting on the civil tights st^oMl^) ani selatioM bptweah 



Q^iioano activlsfe And repoEtOTS wot© rarely smooth^ In hi^ 
alluded to the proM.©ffiS riuoarfcers -ware jmvlEg in attMptlng 
that Vm4, mor)? cpmple^ than tliay anticipated, Ila saidi 



1969 sppaeh 

to cm'^ar a eomttnity 



the sera^ aiid eomTirerD, 
televislGiB* The laedla/ 



The inews media is f l^arattvely takli^ the sempe Md nop 
ctff the JbKican AmericAii, Ifhab It flMB' 
howtvary seems to puzale newspapers ^ radio Mcl 

havli3g ignored Mexican, Aaerlcam for so loj^ tut no^ ^iri^lng to report 
them^ seem .Impat lent' aboift th© complexities of l^he sto^, It^e aa if 
the raedia, having finely discovered the Mexican Amarlc^^' is not 
amused that uiider that^sempa and sombrero is a? complex toloajio imtead 
of a potential Griago, ^ 



■r Over the past daMde owerage of the Chicano coflimimlty has eontinuad t^ 
d^elop and amplo^ent of Ghlcano joijrnallsts" l^s gr^m^ although to^h lag balilnd 
f^UltaTio representation, 0 Both professlonais and coimunlty gtoups^have recertly 
pointed ^t tha^ nera ^^^nl»tions must make a stroiigigr comrftitmant to minbrlty 
represedstlon if they! hope to f laiy raflect the cDiL4mitles they sew©,^ ^though 
more^Chic&rios than ev^r BJi^ mTMm-ong^^^P^'^ ct^oiaatlon dalldes^' thel^ iMiters 
ERsiCare still very low and mnir ©pparantly are working od^^nish-^ngmge sectlda5,5 



C5hidaiios are ao^loiigtr tha "imrisl'a.i ^ndriir" the media," although mw 
national issues Xsnq^ as covfflsge of ths ^Idce case)/ tend to be played aa Bla^k- . 
White stDxles, It ismlso ap^tnt tt^t incr^td eonra^e does " automatlo^y ^ : 
result In better eover^e and. understanding. The old hwdline dlohas troR the 
1960s Bxm still there, ^For ©sm^e, a 1^8 Washiagton Bost s^ies on Ch^canoi 
said the,^cap llvei in a ^;rt of the United States they call' "IteAmOTl^, " the 

' ■ / A / " • ^ - ■ • ^ 

title of the aeriee. »The taza '^MexAmBri.cm" is not used ty Chlo^os/ but mm Inv^entei 

/ ■ - ' ' . ■ 7 ■ ■ ■ • 

by Vashln^oii Post staff era to catoh they eyes of editors and TmMm^ Like the 

headline alwat "Ihe Minority ' Itobody KnoHSj'*' the TlEe ' i^g^^ine rep^OTs peroaptions 

of Mst Los Aiigeles^ and the dDourneitej^ on "The Siesta is ^/sTj -* the Hashii^Qn 

pQ st^s "MexAik^rlca'^ indioatas the persistence of the neTO medlars view of 

^Qhloanos through Ajflglo eyes, , It is a iflew ttet.a^w^rs to be stroiig as the 

United States approaches a jerlod of rapid Chidajio ^owth^ 

Qhlcanos in tl\& Unit ed S tates ' ' , ^ / ' 

The iiiA ganeratlon j^^sea ^^o ba an eiQ^of -^eofttlnued growth for latinos 
In the United States g of which ChiDaaos are the largest sepaent, ^ As the gp^opp's 
populatlQn .grovrs It Kill contime to decmnd attentioh in the imtlon^s neiis media 
- and^' uiJ:jsB iieifs editors are Bji^e to demonstmte iiore oompateno© in haiidllag 
Chicano coverage ^ a vast potential for serious corfllct remlns. One aapect of 
the story does not remain, hp ifeTOr, The sheer numbsrs of Chlcaras and othOT 

; . " ^ ^ ^ ' \ ' .. . 

J^tino groups >rill force the sto^ on editors. The grouik^^ no Iqng'CT ha small 

■ ■ . i - ■ " ^. . ■ 

enough to be ignored^ on the^ news piiges or sa^egatad as a side^^to other 

Kumerlcally Latinos are the nation's fastest growing populatloh ^)pup and 
Hill continue to experience &TOn/greater grovrth through the^n^rt generation, 



Gensiis figures' on Iia\inos^ which a^e admittedly 1d¥^ put the total U^S, katino 
popi^atlon at 'about 12 million, ^^But the addition of 3.1 mUllon Puerto MoB^m 
and Six to eight million ujidocLineilted'wrkers^ government's Eost 

conssrvative figures) pat t]^e total.- o^/er 20 million. Lower median aga and large© 
»9^-attcipated family glzes' Insuxs that the Latino, "birfchrate. idll continue to surpass 



• mtioml averages for at least a ganecation. Between 1970 and 1975 th© U. S, 

Latino^ population grew ty, five timas the natioMuL avemge. The possibllliy^ 

* • - ' ■■ ■ ^ 

of Puerto MLpan stetehood and legallsied status for midocumQnted iforkers coi0.d 

accelerate the 'rate wen faster ^ as eot^d continued miration from Latin Amarloaj 

Demographers and goverment off iel^s all agree -Umt If present trends bontlnua 

Latinos Kill soineday have ths duMous honor of t^ing the imtion's largest mlhority 

group, DemOfgraphlc ^factors point to it happenir^ sometlmi ea^ly in th© nOTt 

century ^ but governmerit officials j^ediqt It eould occi^ as ea^ly.i^ 1990 If political 

changes sxo jmde. / ^ . ^ ^ * 

.^though the media have tenflled to portray Latinos as a regional or rurai 
minority groups I^atinQs are aetually" a mtlomlly dispemed population ^th iMge 
communities in the MidHestj^' Northeast and Northwest, Nsw^lforkp Illinois/, and 
New Jersey: eaoh have more La-tino residents than either ^i^om, Golorado .or New 
Mexico, The; U, S, city with the laxgest Latino poptdation is not Los A^eleB^ 
an Antonio, or Mi^ii but Ifew York City^ Other cities in the top 25 by Kitlno 
population include Ghlcago (riumber 6), Philadelphia and Wa^hiflgtoii/ D.G, 
(22) g In -spite 'of the. image of Latino rural faCTitarkers,^ 6$%'of Latinos liVe 
in cities and Latinos have a lower pereentage of theJi MorKorca in fattn labor than 
the U, S, labsr force Overall. ] 

But It has been difficult/ If not ilipo9siMe/'''for most latinos and Chloanos 
to trans^e laige numbers and wten repcesentetlon into better living^ conditions. 

Median fainily income for latinos is 25^ belw the U, S, aVk^^e and nm^ly one^fourth 

-J 

of all Latlnps live ^n, poverty, OUier social indicators such as education,' housl^p' 
health, employrisnt and political representation comistently show latinos below 
national norms. Thus, bbth the msgnituda of the population arid the complerf.ty 
of its living conditions lAli Increase- the jMortanc© of Latinos to othera^ln the 
United Statec, How media cover OhicaMD and other I^tlnq groi^ 

have a la^ge influence on how. other sectors of American society respond. 



Heviev of Etevious Studlss ^ ■ ' . ■ v 

Tfte remainder of this paper will "brief ly review the leaeajch on hoK news * 
media have covered' iht Ohloano corftmimlty and emmlM aspects of ouCTert eover^e 
of undoctMerited Iteieaii' iforkers tesed on the pievious reseaa^ch. The papw closes 
with an analysis of current reporting on this segment of thf Ohleand cDmuJity ■ 
and this implleat Ions of cuCTsnt reporting pattens, ^ 

(l) gffn'b Qls an4 %portiii^ on Ohlcanos , ftavloua reseOTCh ^ the author 

has shown tMt national imgazine co'v^rage of Ohloaaos haa usuaily ^oactOTrel at ti^as 
when Chloanos were a' topic of national puhllc policy or peroeivsd as a potential' - 
threat. to the estaM^ished order,- ..A survey of Readers^ Guide cltetiom on ' 
Mexicans in the United St6.tes from I890 throijfh 1970 ^revealei an overall lack of 
i. cover^g© with peaks in. coverage at times when ChlDanbs were perceived aa part of 
a^'puDllc issue or threat. Such peaks occurred Between I92 8 and I93L/ when -limitation 
, on Mexican Immigration were beii^ proposed and Chloanos tfere "beinf f ©rolbly, deportadi ' 
In 1945, Khen servicemen attaoked Ghioanos iliarlr^^ Zootsultsf In I952 and 19^3, 
i^heri the Border trolls "Opomtlon Wetteck" swipt through Ghlcano taCTloa ieakiag 
= depor^bae Mexicans f' j.ndV In. 1969 and 1970, when Chleajio &4^tlvlsts ffeie chalienfinf 
established institutions. The survey also rOTealed that ma^^ineB nm^ spn^ls ia 
hea^lnes to portray ttot spgment of the OhlcOTO coBununlty that \im the tMget of 
their attention, :ThB term •^MexJ.can** predominated In the I928-I93I period^ ''Eootsul-|ei 
and "Pachuco*^ were u^ed in headlines during 19^3^ ♦'Vetl^k" ms comiiioa in tha 1950s,, 
and "Chicano"^in the 1970s, ^ (See Ghwt l)^ . ^ ' \ 

Chart 1, g^bols Ussd in ^la ^glna .Articles Ate^ t Ohioanos' jflSgO^igyoL, : 

'Time Period \ Symbol PuU:ic Issue ot rteeat . . - 



1928-1931 Mexican ■ Legislation limitl^ Meric^n imnlgratlon^a^' fowel 

' " • ^ deportation of M^cieaM d^o^ltig the ^pffMSlon. 

^ feohuco 0^ Attacks 1^ mn^tmmn on Chlcano youths; ' ' 

Zootsultor^ ^ ' , ^ 

1952-1953 ■ WettaeK. ' Border ratrol mldk s^efdng asports-W-e Chleattos. 

CD?^'^^'"^^'^ . ■ ■ .^^hlimno activists cji^lengisg establiBhed iaatitutions. 



hniirniiiiTir[Tiniia ' ' ■ ■ ' n ..^. ^ — ^- ' ^M^^ 



^ Thrbugh Aiiglp %es. 

- ' Gutiirreg— U--—- lis 

• • . ' > ■■ 

■ :■ The use of 'symbols In ntws reporting of OhieaMos oaa have the effect ef 
focussing the readers* ^tsailon that, that sepient of tHs Chleano'^pulatlQa ' 
\ which the media associates <-i^th puhlle Issues or tto^ts, Tha sjmtols also lav©" 

^fect of tri^OTinfi .steaeotypes which capauliae the ctmmctMrlstlci aasosiated 
certain Ghlcanos in M^idB* of ^lo readera.^ ThM/ tha use of symbols in the ^ 

- ♦ news jnedda allow both the media and thalr audience to a.teCT ^ftiloh trl^ert 

a attMotype about ihoBe aasooiated with the term, ^e to1q q{ meflia In reiiforaing 
stereotypes in stciety has teen amply dlscuased by others^ Of ;^rtlcular use«* - . 
fiilness'to this d^aousalon Is th#^ole of symbols yrrte media to trl,^er ths^ ^ ' 
stereotypes In the miiids of /the audlenea, 
" . ^-^ Lasswell, LCTner and Pool djes^ibad palltiaal symboM In the maas med^'M k 
^ serving, as bsqomlng "the fooaL points for the rays tall Isp^t Ion of sartlment, ''^^ 



fiCata u . has noted, that^,Bira© the sjmtol rednoes the need far ^uii 

traits associated Kith th^ atex^otypa a dis^rlty moy be develoj^betifeen the 

symbbl and the sjmibollzecLy'^ particularly when used In the maas siedia. He wrote i 

This Imbllity to%rasp »the difference tetween -Uie^symtol and Its 
refetent is^ one^^son for t^ie faili^a to oheok tecfc constantly / ■ 
froin language to je^sEienoe. arid rea^ such an Inter^; 

^ play between sjpiibol and e^^erieheeg distortion in the symbol M^ot 
be corrected. ^ ■ ' • - . ^ .' ^ 

» ^ = - _ . . * ' i. ' 

Since the average rea'dirs^ acoordlr^ to Katg/ has little motivrntian to check 

symbDls againsrt reality tha news media are relied upon to relate spibdls to • 

^faets, Allpiirt called sinnbols ^djeslgnatii^ minority groups as .^sh^ sirens^ 

deaf aai^ .us to All finer discriminations that, we might otherwise perbelY©, "^-^ 

Such symbols jnay refer to oiily one character istld ptecfived in the group, ^tat 

/ ^' ' • . \' ^ ^ ^ • ■ . ' ' ' ■ ' ^ 

it becomas the doMnant^, factor in perQeption of members of tlmt p:oup and^actlTOtes 

a set of similar stereotypes asfeociated trith the sjrin^l, He cbntiaueds I 



ERIC 



Until we Jyabe an out-g3'oup it does not clearly ^ist In Q\m miiids^, \ ^ 
The common use of tha' oE^haned pronoim they teac^hsB us that people 
often waiit and heed to ^designate out-groups (ueuaHy^for the pur« , 
ppse of venting hostility) even when^hey have no clea^ conception 
of the out^group in quistaon. And so long as the target of '^JMith ' 
ranmins vkgue and lll--deflned' specific prejudtce^j^mot crystal-^ 
lisse 'around It, To ha.ve enemies need labels. 




TOirough Anglo "^^as 



TffO soilolegists who stuped use of symtels ift faii^pap^ ow^age tot a 10 ^ 
' pteiod j^ecsidljig .the 1^3 Lom ABg eles jDotsult Riots fhoKed how usa of ^ 

umbi^ouily nt^ti^e sya'bola helpad sst coi^tlons for tha at-bwte on Chl^ao 
^ youthp, - Tuxn&r aad Siiwoe %5othasige4 that the media would use the teiift , 
- "Mexican" In InGreaslngly unfavora'U.e-corrt^ts In the period t^fw© the riots, 
^ Thy fou|fdV Instead, tlmt the terin "Me5clcan'*.'had an ajublguous meanlnf ^and.^ ms usad" 
In both l^orsble and unfavoraM© context ovm th© pttlod studladi aliso ^ 

foiind "a's-^Idng daollns in the total numbei of artlbles mentioning the. (term) 
Mexi<»nl' - in the period Just prsceedijg the riots. Instead, of uelrig the term * 
, "Mexican'* the= news reports used the term "^otsulterp" ^rtiloh the resea^che^^s 

oaUed "a new symbol which has no pMt favDrable conaol^tlons to lose." ' The . ' 

■ - ^ ' * ' 

new unainblguous symbol with cleM^y utfavoeable connotatlona helped fooua public 
aeritlment ^^inst Chicanos that 'resisted in violent attacka a^lnst ^Moajio 
' ^youths, Turnar and aarace esqplainedi - 

y . ' ' 

It (tha^^negatlve symbol) provided the pwblto Banotlon ^d restriction 
of attention essential to the dwelopnint of mm% crowd hOBttllty* 
The symbol *^oot-sulter' evoked none o^^tha Im^ery of the romantic . 
past. It evoked only the picture of a bteed of persons outside the 
normative order, devoid of mor^s theMalves,' aaid oens^u6nU.y not 
• entitled to fair play and due pj^ocess, Indjaedp the Mot^sulter ci^e ' 
to be regarded as such an exclusively f aa^ii tteeat to the ooamunlty 
tlmt at the height of rioting the Los^^eles City Council seriously 
debated an ordinance mklng the wwrlnt of zoot suits a prison 
oifensa, ^ : 

The new negatlva %mm could also be used as a convenient catchall for bXI ^ 

the negative alements prevldusly attached to the term '^M^clcan^ " The n©w syiabol 

l^came "an omnibus/ drawing together the mort sepiehensme elements In ttie old 

- - 19 
imfavOTaW.a themes, mmaly sex oriU^eSp' delUquency,' ping attacfcS| to^^fc^c^erSe *' ^ 

The symbol facilitated attecks^ on all elamenti of the Ohl^A coMunity, whethOT 

^otsulters or not,^ the authors note. While sewicemen wart attecfclnf K«loan 

Indlserijiiinataly "the great jna jwity heard only of attacks on zpoti^sultM'e, " 

Thus/ the nep.tlv© symbol, while su^oaedly pezAal;^!^ ifo oioly a s^wnt of tee 

Ghlcano community/ ^came a raUylng point tfsr antl«Mad*can sentiment and taob . 

E RJ C violence a^litf t Ghlcanos, 9 



Ttedijgh Anglo %es= , ; ^ ■ . ^ \ / " ■ - 

GutlSCTea-— «™8 , ^ • = , " . / \ ^ - ' ' ■ , 

Research prevriously- cited in this paper indicates that natloml m^iae 
coverage ot Chioa^ios has peaked during periods whin Qiicanos were percelirid as 
part of a pu'U.lc Issue or thi*eat to ths esta^l^e^ order, It has also ^ea^ 
shown that ma^sine^ liave uied syrnbols In their headline to deslgnat© the .i^ment 
of the^dhicano ^comuiilty attmcttag the puULlc atteiition,. Although only teuar * ■ 
and Surace tene stetistdMlly-escaJnlned tha oonte^ in whl^ sym'tols teve teea 
uied in news cov©rag;e^^ it is Uffl.ilcely that the symbols have "bean .uaad ^cluslv^y 
in positive contacts. Some of the tems^ such "Mexican," ap^reiitly hsd- 
both, pbsitlv^ and negative overfconss. Others^ such as ."fechiiJCO^ " "EoDtaul'^^, " 
and ^^'¥ettoek| " have clear n^ative CDimotations hy virtue of their defiritlon 
or the Traner-Suract study. The tern ''GhlcanQ^''^ -Hhile used in a rariety of 

^ f e 

odnterfcs In thf latino ooMiunityp tes a^^rently been "pra^ceived ty the toto media 

as having^ negative overtojies and ta^s teen used to descrlte activists seekli^ 

^oclietal changes, often trteoufh eoirfoontation tactics, The ouraent Associated 

Rcesa and United Press intermtiorial stylehooks describe the term aa '-not always 

derogatory/** indicating the negative cont^ts in Trhioh the nera media niay be 

acciistomed to usl^ the symbol^ ihus, of the five symbols identified In the study 

of inagai^lne. headlines ^com I89O to 1970)^^ one h^ aiabiguOus m^nlngB . ihd £owe have , 

been shoTm to be usei^bsr the media with predominantly ne^tive coirfcesrfcs, . 

^ ■ ■ 

/ (2) Patterns of fe yrs Re porting on Ghlcanos . Inadequate or one-sided oovar^e ^ 

of^hlcano issues are a jopular topic of convCTsatlon amo^ Ohicanos coneroned 

id.tn riedLa, Those irost active In the area tend to f&A that the quality covemge 

is stiU' lacklngy despite Incr^ising aiedta attention. In a 1971 ^position pa^^- 

on Ghlcanos and the media Reyes and RendSn stated 1 4 

We have oome to expects at bast, oifly lies and half-^i^ths,^ slanted, 
reports and coiTmientarieo from the im^s med^. Usually ,^ however/ 
; \ are merely ignored and nmde to' feel the impotence i^d frustration of 
a sup^essed and impOTrlshed people, The apparent disdain >riiloh to 
sense fr qui the nws niidla suggests to us that only the most i^rtreme 
fOTO of ggtivlsi!! win coerce the attention of newsmen and nete 
pumdlts, . - 
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These and other complaints a"bout neKs cov^a^© tmvs teen larg^y supported 
tjr riseaxchers vho havs systemtioallsr emmlned news^^OT coverage of GhieMos, 
Chav^l^, who CQmpB32&i Biiglish ani ^^jdsh^lmguB^m mm^^^ cov^s^of foraed 
Mepclcan depormtioiis in 193€b,' 1950s,; ajid 1970s ^ found that the Spanish-l^agi^a 
p^esB astoi^itei more b^anced cwwage sho^^ eoncern for those Wiiig^ deported \ 
and^ In the first two periods/ alt lug a wider variety of sot^oes th&n the ^gllsh* ' 
laiiguaga neTrspapeT an^ysed, ttie Ajiglo audience press, Gontmst, relied ' • 
prlmMlly on laK errfo^cement and juW.io agency off IclalE as sources and tendM 

0 port3^ the story as a '"aim^ers gam@-«how-aia^ ' Illegals' were" caught, hoir imv^ 
got amy ^ sftd ha# much ^illegals' coat taxpayers^-' ■ . * 

Thum^ VhLls many stories in the Anglo audLinoe press appgared to /te objectl're/ 
^factual r^poarfcs^ ^'th©y aot-ually were one-^ded aocsunts ^ '^4ilch largely Ignored aisles 
: ^ , pursued 1^ the Spanish-laiigtoge pffiess and reXied on sources wl^h a limited percieptioii 
of the Issue, Dther rasearoheis have s^so reported that the "Anglo ayes" of may 
report ars and the ir^ editors lead to a slanting of seemingly objective atorlas 
. ^ ooriDernir^ Ghlmnos, ^ " 

, For lnsta:iQep an ajcaminatlon of Neir M^d,Go nempapCT coverage of 196? and I968 
, pre*» trial prpceeddngs of a Chicano act^ist Ijy' an im^rtial panel familiar with 
- the cage concliKied that the ^yisjQ.pers had dtssealha "prejudicial^ Inaccumta/ 
and.non"judlalal eontsiit during pretrial covOTa^e^*' A study of coverage of Ghlcanos 
in 10 dailies across the UMted States for a six month period In 1970 found that , 

despite the higher nuiDer of 'Ghlcanos in the Southwest, SouthTOstern newsj^pers 

^ ^ ^ . ■ ■ n ^ - ■■ , " ^ ".'^ , , \ ^ . 

did not publish, mora articles aboiit Qhleanos tlmn did other newa^pers in the 

^ ... .. ^ 

aaniple. The researcherp Sinche^,^ reported that when Ghioanos^ were cp^^ed the 
neHs TIBS often negative and that rie^tiv© etorles concernii^ Chlcanos were loiigei 
than those reportinig positive aspects. - r - 

Like Chavira, SSnohes, f ound reliance on non-Chicano mm .sources and f^t 
.. this lias one cause of the largely ne^tlve covOTage, Only 3^ of the articles 
TOfittan about Ghicanos listed Chlcanos as the prlm^rjr source of attributlori, 
E^^ilmost 20^ md^no attrlMtion and h^f had* ^los as the ^im^ sot^e, Mter 



that "-the use= of 'dom^^naat society inemWis as ' p^lM^iy soittces, of attribution in - = 
_ the articles about Me^ciean Marlcaiis .did mm that most of -^e articles would 
have a negEtive^ dlrqciloil, ^' ; „ ' ^ , V * 

• A 19?1 study of three ^lly mm^^&im In San Antoiiio; a ekty about Imlf 
. Ghleano^ found that Chltoos Bfere uaderte^esMted In^l catMorles of hots 
covemiQ ifhen pbmparrf w^th. Ang Ids of sinillaB ioalo-economlo statusP me 
fesearaher, Lee, plac^ moTe emphasis ori this imdwrepiesentatidn than on the ' - 

. dlraction orttype of coverage. She >woter ^ v 

* =^ 

^ The^resiats of the study mm sijiiUM to the flndi^ of studlss of 
^ media treatment of otheT minority groups, They In^oate that the 

n&Kspapro ima^e of >teleaji ^erlcana in fein Antonio is Aimcciarate, . ' ' 

Mexican Americans are not e^llcLtly labeled, darectly stOTsotyped, 
or pth63nrtse dlsorlnilnated against, rhey a^a neglected. At ajjiost 
, all occu^lioml and income %mml.% .thsy are undOT*re^asentad In - 
the ximm . . . 

■ ; (3) mupjeyyogf I^evious Studies ^ The studies cited In thla study have noted ^ 
tha following chaiaetexlstios in xmm ooverage of Chicanos; (l) Historically 

coveraga has been low and Dpnaantmtei In periods Khen OTilGanos a^e either th© ^ 
sutjeot of public issues or peiGelTed as posing a ttoeat to the astabllshed , 
orderg (2) In these periods the nm^ media ha:ve used symtols/ often >ith nefativ^e 
comotatlons^' to desigmte groups Tritliln the Chloano Gommunlty^ (3) These symbols 
ser\re to trigger sterooty^es which c^st£a.lse puM^ic^pereiptioBS and r^a^ding 
Ghlcanos> (4) Heporters cOTeri^ Chloanos tend to rely on sources outside the Chl- 
oano ^ommimity f or information on Ght bancs, and (S) Covei^© of Ohlcano^lia 
tended to emphaaiEie negative or urf*ayQraW.6 aspects of the coiimiunity, 
: California Jlewspaper Qov^era,^e of Undocioianted Workers. ' ) ■ 

The five 'elements noted from the previous studies vrefce. Inpo^orated in a study 
of neKspaper eove^e of a segjnent of the Chicano comunity ouraently ^erlenplng 
widespread media attention 1 . taiocujiiented wortera or "UlegaL aliensv*' The^stu^V 
a pretest for a more compreheimlve imfclo^i survey^ analyised reporting pattartis . 

■ - S " 

in Oalifornia neKspapars over a liHnionth period froin January' 1977 through^ Pebowasy 
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= ' The articles were identliied tteo'ugh the "INS Nsto Dlges'^^, rtiich ia^iei Jjaofx, 
and copits of newspaper andr m^^ine stories oa Iffltt^ration in the United States. Tht 
Digest is preparad tgr the Itolsmtloa and Natt^llation Service, ifhieh ^ricelv^as 
articlssVfrog its 'regional .qff ices, compiles them, distributes the Digest 
perlodlcaHy, "This survey, includes all DigestB trbm January 31, 1^7 through 
March 1-15, 1978 (Volumes 1-^5). Access to the Digests ms facilltetea'^ 
Follpe Gastruita of One-Stop tomi^atloa ar^ Amando VasqueE of the Cantro Ghlcaao* = 
of the University of Southern California, In surveyl^ the'i^^x to the ^lolee ^ 
- in each volume articles m Qallfornia neTOpapCTS we^e Idantlfied; ftem theso ^ 
y^'Z Gaaifornia nmm art tolas a mndom (skip IntOTval) sample of^ ■11^1' neTOpapsr'^ 
articleG mm selerted. This rspreaents one-third of the articlesl^fppMffl^ Iri 
C^lfornia notmpapera for that period, - - ' 

The aarticles were coded in eategosies teaod on the finding of earliOT studies 

and to reflact th^ Increased employment of Latino reporter. The etetlstlcal 

tareafcdoi^ms in this report liwlude: (l) Itonber 'Artloles ^ NeTfSpapOT^ .(2) ^fmb^C 

Used in Headllno, (3) Themes in Headlines, (4) ^Lei^h of ArtlaleSj (5) Bbhnioity 

of Reporter, (6) Types of Soi^des Cited/ ai^ (7) ©fchnlcity of Souroes Clt% Sfaoh 

of these teeafcdoms is reported In the text aM mustmted "by a taMs, 



1, Humbex' of Articles 1^ Newspaper . The siOT'ey reveaied that the newspaper 

carrying most articles on undooumenttd workers w^m the fen Idego Uaion tflth 58 ot 

\ - -- -- - ^ 

the IW ar'tlcles, Pollowisg in order were the Los Angeles Times (29 arblcles)^ 
ten Diego Tribune (10)^ Loo Angeles Herald'^teaialnOT (5), and 12 other neKspapers 

(12): ' - / ■ ' ■ 

1, Number of Articles by Newspaper In the Qallfornia femple^^ 

Newspaper Num'ter of Articles 

1, San Diego Union \ ^ 58 ' - 

2, Los Angeles Times ^ " 29 

3, San Diego Tribune ^ / ^ 10 . 
Los Angeles Herald^^pailner ' 5 

5* Wher Newspapers % 12 



' . ' ^ Totaa 114 - ■ 

« 

2. - Symbol Used In Headline , The survey revealed that the term ^-Allen^" Glosely 
foUowed by the term "Illegal ^ien, " is most ooinHoiiy used to deslgmta undooumanted 
Mexican Immigrants. . OS. the &^ articles ^that used symbols in the headlines.- 29 used 



q'-Hb term "Alien" or "Aliens" and 26 used "Illegal Alien" or "Illei 
^nl^i^her terms were used with ^mpttaia-e fr^ueney In thf-h0a40rines. 



1 Allans." No 
(mw.e {oHom) 



2. %mtels Used in Hea^nes to the' California SAmlQ / . - - - ; 

' ^ - ^ ' Nua"bOT of Times Used 

1, Allen ox Alle^ . - / ' 29 

2, nia^l Alien or niegal ^lens . 26 

3, feaoero . = ^ ^ , ' 

4, niagsuLs ^ ^ . ' ' ' ^ H ? 

5, Hefuigees " ^ * ^ , 

6, Guast Workers ' . .^^.ik 1 

7, Illegal Work^s ' . ^ . r ^ 

, • ■ ■ ■ ^ ' ' '~ _ 

^^^T!aplm In H ea dlin es.' The mv^&y rw^led 'Umt ^the largest pOToeirtageB of 
cpvei^e in California. neKspaper headj.lnea cona^med law eitf OTeement (28 .hMdllnes 
treated this topic). Following ip.s the oloaely related topla of larder vlolenca 
and problems (14 headlines), Then f olloTOd ih© torter iBoj^atlm plan 
problems undocimentad i/orkars are a41%ed tcwusa publla agenoles (10), ^e 
©ntiy of aliens (9)^ emplo^ant (9), coiarnQnts polltloians (8), raaotlons by 
Latinos (8), the Sibcican sld© of the immigration issue (6), ajrtloleB on INS 
Conuaiaaloner Laonal, Castillo^ (4) , aM proU^ems facl^ widooimeated xio^kmB (^) . 
Thm^ of the top four topla categories three ooaeain lau enforcamantp border , 
or puma liganoy problemB asMfbsd to un^oouaented workers, - (Th© totel ttun"ter 
of toplos does not total 114 bsoause eoae headlines treated more than one topio 
and others were not easily aatagorlzed, ) ^ 

% Topics in Neifsyaper Headllnas In the Calif omla feflple . 



Topic ^ ^ " ^ * Nmabar of ^Ref erenees 

1, Law' aiforoement ^ . - ■ Z8 

2, Border Violence and ftdlAam ; 14 

3, G^ter Plan for Immigration - , U 

4^ Public Agency ftrotiems . 10 ' 

5, Influx ■ 9 

6, Bi^sloyment - ' - 9 

7, Gosiments by Politicians ' . 8 

8, Reactions ^ Latinos - . 8^ 
' 9, Mexico's Side of the Issue ' * ^ ^ ; ^ 6^ 
. 10, FrofilBB on Leonel GastlU© . . 4 

11, Proliema Faced by Undocimented Workers ^ ^ ■ 4 . 

Ij^ Len^h of Articles , The 'survey reveled that the artleles on undoeumMted 
.irorkers vrere ^ the middle M^nge^of most navmpapOT articlQ^, The largest amb^ 
of articles fell in the ra^e of 11 to 15 parmfmphs (27 ) and ms elosaly f^llwed 
bjr the l6 to 20 puragmph mnge (23 articles). ^ Only three Mtlcles trere liis than 
^ fiVD para^aphs, lihlle ^ix were over 30 .paragraphs. (&e taU.e on the foUoirlE^ 
page J 
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Length of Newspaper^j^tl^os in the Oalifornla feap le 



Length ttt J^a^aphB . = - \ . " ^Nunter of Articles 

1, Less than 5 para^raph^ ^ ' ^ 3 

2, 5*10 paxafraphs . ^ " 18 . ^ " 

3, n-15 pMra^a^Hs ^ " * * ^ '27 

4, 16-20 ^^^EgTOpha ^ . 23 ' ■ 

5, 21-25 ^^Wgra^s ' ■ . , ; \ = 17 - ^ 
= 6. 26-30 pM^agraphs , 20 \ 

7, More than 30 paragraphs ^ ^ " 6 ^ ~ ' 

^ ' Total im 

5. E^hhiolty ^ ^epOTter, The tthnicity ef the repor:t8t was ietOTrdjied, Mless 
ofcherwls© indicata^ ^ the sTOiame^ ^mpm^w ©thalclty ras coasidMed to to an J 
important varlahl© because teaifornto is the only e-sate that tenders ^h on th© 
Latin American and I^clflo torders of the Ualted Sb^es Md, thuSj receiyes heavy 
limlgmtroS fto¥'^t^EatIh~^Wiea ^nd^ — ^Assifimeat--of latino and-MLM rsportars 
to ^jil^atlon stories woij^d ^a^itly faoillteto the ability of narapapOTS to .penetrate 
^ soiECces from the migration streams toth la and out of the Ualted Stetes ajid wuld 
proteMy lndJ.^te the reportars had ^^ter at^enees and sensitivity to the Issue, 
The suiiroy results revealed that Anglo r^orters outnuitt'i»:ed S^nlsh suBnamed 
reporter a ^ a acre lhan tm to one ^^gin (63 A^lo "^llaBS^to 28 ^ianlsh 'tyUnes), 
Fifteen of the storiae had no lylifiep nine cam© ^oa 8OTViaa8p and one mm 
i^rltten 'by a Black ooliamiist, Thns^ of the 117 iQrXlnea less tten eae^foirrth Here 
raltten ty Latinos ^d none hy Asians, It should "to no'ted tlmt of the 28 T^tlno 
bylinas, 26 came from two repor^sraj B^nk Ifel Olmo of ihB Log Angela yimss and 
George te&ioa^ then c£ the 3mi Pi^o Union and now of tte Los ^nsQlmu Tlnas ^ (Sea 
telle teloti). \ 

5^Bthnialty of Reporter in the C^jfomia a^le ' 

^llne Identification Numbar of ^llnes 

1, Ai^lo surmme ' -^4; '' 63 - 

2, Spanish surmme 28 - 

3, Wire Service/No ^llne 9 

4, Black * 1 

5, No-Bylinp 15 
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*'Soma stories authored ty more tl^ on© reporter, 



Total 
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^ ^ Types of Sotgces Gitea. Ths types of sources aited "^^ rip^rttrs In the 
stotles on undocumtated werRtts wots analysed to ftnd out idiere the ra^oxtars 
/wOTe goii^ for l^oara^ton oa the topie.J The resets are %ctikm Amn %\m 
colunuis, Onm aolumjii' Indiw^tes the tiumt#r ©f stdrlei iJi whicH saujeces trom each 
of the 12 categories were Qlted, The seboad ooimim ahms the nual^ of ssttceee 
ftom this datGgo:ty tlmt were cited in the netfspapm articles,^ The survey lavtolfd 
that reportars relied most hwvily on law enf Qreement sources (1^3 law ssforQeMnt 
soirees olted in 73 stories) ixi Beekir^ litfoOTmtlon on tmdocumented Kork^s^ This 
ms followed W fuhllc agen^ rapEjseatatlves or efflcJals (128 sourcie la 59 
stories) and moM nior© distantly cjr Latino organlmtioaSp^ Anglo o^aalmtlonaj 
l^al groups^ aoadeffiics, the general yu^lo^ liml^cmtlon groups^ undQOuronted 
workers j eii^loyeys, labor ^ and others, (See teTie l^aw, ) 

' 6, Types of Souroes Oited In the tollfognla fej^le ' 

Number of Stories In NimbOT of Soiarees 

Which SDuraes of this of this Type Cited 

T>^e of SouQ'ca e ^'^^e Cirbed in Stories 

1, Law EnforceEient ^ 73 ^ 3.43 

2, Putaie Agency OT Off ioial . 59 1^8 

3, Latino Organist ion ^ 1^ ^® 



Ur, Ai^lo Grgani^tlon 10 

5. ^legal Agency or Association 7 

6* Aeadeinic/Unl\rersity 6 

7, ^^ral Puld.tc 6, 



lis 

10 
7 

9 



8. Imlgratlon Oiganigation . 6| 6 

9, Undocujnented Worker ^ ^ 7 

10, E^loyer ^ - ^ - ' \^ 

11, iJLhor Ctegani^tlon ^ , 2^ 2 / 

12, Other % 9 

7> . Efthnlcity of Soitcces Cited, The etlinlclty of sources cited ^ repert^e 
in sttoies on tmdoct^ented iforkws vma ^mlysed to find out wimt etlmlc groups 
were r^reseated as news sources. The reauits are teokan into two oalumns as 
in the previous tehle. The sotv^ rer^edi ttiat the reporters relied aoit 
heavily on Asglo sources (l6l sources la 83 storlis) , f iiLaoired "by some dlstaaco 
hy Latinos soirees In 53 stc^lea), ajifl even tara totantly \y Hwto^ AsiaM, 
and Native Aaeslcaas, (&e taU.e telow). 

^ E^EthnlQ^y SoTOceo la the tolLf or^tto ^ ^^le I V_ 

> 1 . to DOT of Stories in Kuabsr of. Souress 

_ ' ; Wich a^cea of this of this Gltid 

Ethnicity T^^peJ/ere Glted in StOTies ^ 

1- Anglo B3 2.61 

2. Utlno . 53 10k ^ ' 

Q 3, Black 6 8 

£DJ(^^. Asian ^ j 1 n 3 

^^^5- Mtlve Ajnericatt . , 1 ib | 
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the l9f7«7#"^S^^$jrveyed can be iumi^lzed as ^'^a^os ,^uotif% Attgl^s i^^ufc 
M^loaM/" since the orver^aLraliig majOTlty of sources ^dirapo^egs ^^e^^f^i^Oe 
In addition/ Binee TOpoi4ers relied so hmviXy on la-w enforcement ^nA-SU^lc 
oM^iEls is Sources -the toplcB of stories as rwealed to hea431^^^p^^yed 
ujidDctmaated irorkers as law eitferoerteyit or pu'blie problams, ^ot^^mly^l the 
low iiuraler of sourosB Txom yimigmtion.op^i^satlohs^' le^l ^geftoles/ /latino 
gxouvm^ adademi^cs/and the undocumented toemselves wuld seem to jndisa^^ timt 
sources which coikd lend a teoadCT obje'ctlvlty and Iflsj^t to ihe ia^wei ^^^q . 
ia^galy Ignored repprters^ ' ' [ ' 

The meWa^B heavy use of the tem "iUe^l rilen^' ajiiLibs s^^rterifl \rereloa 
•'alleriy aa a. symbDl for undocimintW-WDrkws - prol^W^ is of 
the imdjDGuiiiented worker as a law enforcement or putllo 'proTfl,eiaa ^ft© ^y^tolp 
^irtiich haa no le^l aOTlicabllity,^ Is a eu^hmlsm with a doutie a^gatlve i^g^nl i4g, ^ 
It 'bo^ndB those afsdi^lated with it m laifte^kers and outsldj^s 'bsfOT® .'^e £^dsi? 
even reaches the cottt^rt of the sto^. In realty,' legality of atotu^ 1^ . 
properly adjudicated only in aji linmlgratlos law^ prooee^^,: Hie ^^illegal 
alien" is similar to neTOpapers refMring to suspects as convlotQa. CTJJ^^iis^ 
"before they have been tried. Given the historical use of ne^tiv@ ^nabo^s to 
describe Chloanos In the nB%m sedla^^ news 6r^MM.tiom should ba gspe^l^lly 
careful in thei^ use of t^rms to describe undoetimented wrkeMt niese w^^jj, 
sjmbols, vihether intention^ or not, Imve conie at tlMs ijhen W^assiva p^id.lc 
acts hsLVQ bsen perpetrated on the GhiM.no conmiunity, It is llfc^ ttet hlstOTlMB 
in the futia?# ifill ^sess the t^m ^'Ule^l alien** In the Bme ^i^t 
coateaporaj^ scholars analyse **^otsultme" ''Pmhrnor'-^^A *'Wet^j<. ^« 

The i^a of such symbol and the ne^tive stereotj^eat tr%g^s hal^^ ^114 
puTai^Uupport for imu^ually h^h ^mmmm in deling with those assoei^ted\rtth 
the symtel. It is in this atmosphere of pu^ic fwr ftet the pu^ic &^mm 

violatiom of civil and other rights. These violations take tha rol% 
actions governjiient agencies or private individuas and groups, IR the ^se 

i M ■ ^ . ' ■ - ^ 



Through Ar^lo . — \ , 

of the rec02it Ku la^ laaii ^tool along thfe "bOTdoi, ^ using ni^iive syratols 
and alloKing a one*-sided/ larfaly aa^tly©^ In^e of the imdoaumeatedywoxfcey- to 

[ "te portrayid/the to^a lilow themselvea to to used Iri foifantiiag the cliMte toi 
act ions t^hay. may lat^ ilsavOT, Th«efQrjg', editD^s shbtad "^"iili^nt amd deimndlDg 
in r^ulrlng that reporters oovmlj^ this laeue dig out' eourcas x-rtiiGh praseat' a 
full and cofl^plete picture in an otijeetive MJiner, In this r^ij^dl it ^hoidd be aoted 
thatp aitho^h m statistic an^^ls tma psrfom©4p' the artlales l^^^rtlno r©p<xrtsrs 
appsarai to have a i^ider and sioro taOanaed range of soi^es than those. non-i^orlty 
xeportars.' ' ' 

Since this report constitutes only a pilot' stady o£ sl large research project 
it is difficult to mk© morQ than tentetive conclusions at this point, Hoifsver, it 
caji ba stated trith some assuraiaee t^^ tha^int media in Calif prma, ^ile they 
have increased their covamge of thitav issue, have aiDiig ray to go if .they trioh to 

. ]^esent coi^istently telanoed &nd olaoactlve oavmms^, aich efforts shoiald start 
Kith ksul^nUig reporters with a kaowle%e of the iki^ti^e and teoltground of th© 
iBBuen and muat include efforts to go "teyond the law e^orcement aod patlic off icialB 
with -tKom repbrtew' of^ raLatively 'comfGcteid.©; ^i^eB-sh/uld- te sought r^ -^ - 

aniong orgajiLmtionB and ag eholes workiiig directly ¥lth tmd^cujELaftted xfofJcera ^ajid 
amor^ the undooimented worketfa theB^elvea^ If this ,is not done the puhlic will 

-receive a largely one'slded vim of the oomunlty, nils view, coupled with the 
contlmad use of the douhle negative term "111^^^ allea'% eoiJ,d t^ell help to" *S 
buiadrthe clijnate for massive violations of civil rights and/or psimte vloleiioa 1 
against the undooiunented, ioubt the me^^ would daplore these aotloas on theto --^ ■ 
editorial pages, ^ they did the Ku IQux Kl^ fcord^ mtch. But they irould^ava 

. contributed to^tnem through thelfi^ offe^'Slded eov^^© the mvm pa^es, - 
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